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A world class rose garden
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enjoy and learn about roses.
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FIRST CLASS. . . TO WORLD CLASS!
BY DEVAN HARTNETT
The Westport Garden
Club recently presented
the Kansas City Rose
Society with a new
award, The Garden
Club of America 2018
Club Horticultural
Commendation, for
excellence in the field of
horticulture in the
community.

GOOD THINGS
TAKE TIME!
The World Federation
of Rose Societies’ Award
of Garden Excellence
Deb Wattenberg remembers Application process
began 6 years ago when
Joanne Stultz and the Board set out to gain recognition
for the Rose Garden after our 10-year Pillars &
Pergola’s project was completed. You may remember
we raised and SPENT over $2 million for the new
Fountain, restoration of several stone Pillars, the North
Portal, replacing stone steps, and complete replacement
of all the cedar support beams and Pergolas. That
accomplished, we applied for award consideration.

And speaking of awards …..
The Laura Conyers Smith
Municipal Rose Garden
was one of just six gardens
worldwide to receive the
2018 World Federation
of Rose Societies’ Award
of Garden Excellence at
their Triennial Conference
in Copenhagen, Denmark.
The award was presented
to the Kansas City Rose
Society at the Wine &
Roses event by Jolene
Adams, WFRS Vice
President.
Since it was created in
1995, this award has
recognized rose gardens
around the world that
combine visual beauty
with historic, educational
and horticultural
excellence.

It puts us in the
company of the
world’s most
acclaimed gardens,
such as Butchart
Gardens in Victoria,
BC!
See all the winners on
the WFRS website.
They’ll make you want
to pack a bag and
immediately start
visiting rose gardens
around the world!
Our rose garden is an
iconic public space
where people from
across our community
come to celebrate,
enjoy nature and the
arts, and learn. See our
award application
video.

Judy Penner and Mark McHenry

Enjoying the delicious lunch!

Linda Rostenberg and Judy King

2018 ANNUAL LUNCHEON
BY CYNDY PRICE
We have so much to celebrate and
publicize—from garden awards to the
extraordinary members who worked to
make 2018 a banner year!

I wish I could mention every member
who has actively created our many
events. Please know you are greatly
appreciated.

We’re also committed to building a
strong partnership with the Parks
Department. We love working with
Judy, Nate, Terra, Jim and Christi.

I want to recognize our many
successful events held this past year
and the people who made them bloom!

Thank you too for your support with
your dues, your donations to the Love
Is A Rose program, and your
attendance at events.

Visit our website calendar so you can
attend and support the events this
organization provides.

ALL of our events
are funded
by your
membership dues!

We hope you enjoy this organization,
as we “encourage an interest in roses,
serve as stewards of the Laura Conyers
Smith Municipal Rose Garden,
promote the Garden as a regional
attraction, and provide information
about roses and their care.”
.

The Wine & Roses
team raised even
more for our 2019
events and
programs!

The new Kansas City Rose Society Board of Directors

THESE MEMBERS MADE 2018 A BANNER YEAR!
New Member Tea hosted by Randy
and Beth Nay
Rose Show chaired by Laura
Dickinson and Glenn Hodges
Rose Day chaired by Sarah Hughes
and our new Rosebuds Committee
Jazz in the Roses free concert
chaired by Amy Hiles
Our annual fund raiser “Wine &
Roses: An Evening in Versailles”
chaired by Rob Gray who was
assisted by several Rosebud
Committee members
Annual Luncheon led by Chair,
Devan Hartnett and Martha
Comment
Many adult programs like Reading
in the Roses and the Megan Wyeth
Photography Workshop organized
by Gina Pulliam

Award of Garden Excellence
application, led by Rob Gray and
a sizable group of members, who
created a fantastic video and very
complete application to the World
Federation of Rose Societies

These 18 people
donated over 1,000
volunteer hours this
year to keep the KCRS
humming —
and our Garden
Groomers put in
1,000 more!

Children’s contests and programs
developed by Julia Spaeth
Garden Groomers, programs and
events led by Garden Chair, John
Riley
Our Spring and Fall Rose Demos
presented by Loose Park Director
Judy Penner
Linda Rostenberg, who stepped in
and used her excellent professional
skills and knowledge to gain
publicity and photo spreads in
many KC and gardening publications
Thank you Mary Barickman for
being our Membership Chair, and
Sarah Hughes for maintaining our
Membership List!
Treasurer Betsy Beasley has kept us
square with our suppliers, and kept
our finances in great order

WINTER ROSE CARE
BY LAURA DICKINSON

To protect your grafted and coldtender roses from winter temperature
swings, pour a 12 inch high pile of
compost or mulch around the base of
the plant.
If you spray with fungicide during
the growing season, spray the
dormant stems, base of the plant and
surrounding mulch one last time
before covering with compost or
mulch. Some Rosarians recommend
stripping the leaves off the plant
before covering.

2019 DUES ARE
DUE NOW!
Our 2019 Members
Directory is being
prepared for publication.
To be listed, your 2019
dues must be paid to
Mary Barickman (cell:
913-709-4704 or
marymbarickman@gmail
.com or on our website.

If any canes are especially long and you’re afraid they will get damaged, or damage their
neighbors in winter storms, cut them back to about waist-high. Tie long climber canes to
their trellis. Wait until spring for hard pruning.
On a day above freezing, water once a month if there is less than 1 inch of rain or 1 foot
of snow during the month.
Click here for more information on winter rose preparation and care.

QUESTIONS ABOUT ROSES?
Ask a Rosarian: kcrosehelp@gmail.com

SAVE THESE DATES
Two Rose Shows in 2019!
They’re free and open to rose growers.
We hope you’ll join us!

FREE MONTHLY
NEWSLETTER

K.C. Rose Show:
June 1
Rose Day and Show: June 2

Sign up for the FREE
monthly ARS newsletter
with rose growing tips,
American Rose Society
events and other
interesting rose news.

NEW!
American Rose Society
Central District Rose Show
and Conference: Sept. 13-15
See exhibitors from Kansas, Missouri,
Nebraska and Iowa. The event will be
held at the Holiday Inn on the Plaza,
and we’re the hosts!

2018 Rose Show entries

Children’s Programs - See all the details.
Rose Prose Poetry Contest for grades 3-8:
April 30
Annual Children’s Art Show:
June 2
th
Fun in the Garden Field Trips for Pre K- 5 Grade: Begins in May

