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The Kansas City Rose Society  

and KC Parks & Recreation Present 

2015 Valentine’s Day Poetry Contest! 
“For all Children and Grandchildren!!!” 

 

Let the beautiful roses in the historic Laura Conyers Smith Municipal 
Rose Garden inspire your child/student to write an original Valentine 
poem!   Submissions are to be postmarked by February 14th, 2015.   
 

How to write:  Each original poem MUST include the word “rose” at 
least once.  The poem must be typed or legibly hand-written on 8 1/2 x 
11- inch paper with the child’s name, school, grade, and city.  Parent 
phone number and email address should be on the back side of the 
paper.   (Be sure to keep a copy for your child!)  
 

Who can enter:   All children in the greater KC area in grades 3 through 
8.  Only one entry per child, please.  Winners will be chosen in three 
categories: grades 3 and 4, grades 5 and 6, and grades 7 and 8. 
 

How to submit:   Mail poems to KCRS Poetry Contest, Loose Park Garden 
Center, 5200 Pennsylvania, KC, MO  64112.  Entries must be postmarked 
by February 14th, 2015. 
 

Winners:   There will be one winner for each category.  Each winner 
 will receive a cash prize of $50.00 and a certificate of achievement 
signed by Mayor Sly James, KC Parks Director Mark McHenry, and KCRS 
President JoAnn Stultz.  Winning poems will be published on the KCRS 
website on February 28th!! 
 

Judges:  Poet Alarie Tennille, author of Running Counterclockwise and 
poet Al Ortolani, author of Waving Mustard in Surrender. 
 

The Kansas City Rose Society is a 501 c-3 not-for-profit corporation.   
For more information please go to www.kansascityrosesociety.org or 
contact Arlyn Silvey @ 816 803-5653. 
 

Welcome new Members for 2015! 
Fredrick Desieghardt, Mr. & Mrs. M. Jean Andrew, Sheldon Andrew, Amy 
Boeshaar, Scott Francis & Susan Gordon (LIFE MEMBERSHIP), Cindy Higgins,  
 Eileen Marshall,  Betsy & Geoffry Parker, Cynthia Duke, Mary McDonnell, Dr. 
Lauren Nichols, Jessica Thomas, and Rene Thomas.    

 
 

 

Feb thru May 2015 Events 
 

Children’s Valentine’s Day Poetry Contest 
Postmarked deadline: February 14

th
  

Contact Arlyn Silvey @ 816-803-5653 
 

Tour Andre’s Confiserie Suisse 
Saturday, March 7

th
 from 9:30 am to noon 

Contact Arlyn Silvey for reservations @816-803-5653 
 

Pruning & Planting Roses Demo by Judy Penner 
Saturday March 21 from 10:00 am to noon 

Rose Room and Garden 
 

New Member Tea 
Saturday, April 11 from 1:30 to 3:00pm 

Location: TBD 
 

Volunteer Groomer Training 
Thursday, May 14 & May 21 

9:00 am to 10:00 am 
Garden Center 

 

Rose Show  
Saturday, May 30  

Entries and Judging from 10:00 am to 3:30 pm 
Show Open to Exhibitors & Members from 3:30 pm to 5:00 pm 

Rose Room, Library and Foyer   
 

  Rose Day/Rose Garden Restoration Celebration 
Sunday, May 31  

Show Open to Public from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
 Rose Room & Foyer 

Rose Garden Restoration Celebration 
the Rose Garden at 3:00 pm 

 

www.kansascityrosesociety.org 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

September thru October Events 

 
 

2015 Board of Directors 
 

 JoAnn Stultz - President ● 913-706-5611 
Cyndy Price-Vice President ● 913-432-2248 

Sandy Campuzano-Secretary ● 913-381-5915 
Eileen Marshall-Treasurer ● 913-383-9864 

 

Arlyn Silvey 
Boomer Savidge 

Cindy Lang 
Glenn Ross Hodges 

Devan Hartnett 
Elizabeth Nay 

 
 

Martha Comment 
John Riley 

Susan Schmitt 
Martha Lally 

Katrina Stevenson 
Sheldon Andrew 

 

http://www.kansascity/
http://www.kansascityrosesociety.org/


 

 
 

 Pillar and Pergola Project Becomes A Reality! 
 

The fourth and final phase of the Rose Garden restoration project was 
completed in December, 2014 at a cost of $403,000. All 66 stone pillars 
encircling the rose garden were restored and new redwood cedar 
pergolas placed atop the structures. The bronze plaques announcing the 
garden, but stolen during the 1940's were replicated and placed at each 
main garden entry.  
 

The purpose of the restoration plan conceived in 2000 was to restore the 
entire rose garden to reflect the original design developed by the firm of 
Hare and Hare in 1931.  The process took 14 years to complete with the 
assistance of hundreds of donations from the Kansas City community. 
Corporations, Foundations, trust funds and individuals contributed 
$2,000,000 to fund this endeavor. 
 

The Kansas City Rose Society wishes to express heartfelt gratitude to all 
those who donated to preserve this historic Kansas City treasure.  
 

Major donors include: The Helen Blackman Foundation, Martha Jane Starr 
Field of Interest Fund, William T. Kemper Foundation, Helen S. Boylan 
Foundation, J.B. Reynolds Foundation, Victor Speas Foundation and the 
Kansas City Parks and Recreation Department.  
 

Plan to join us in CELEBRATION in the Rose Garden Sunday 
May 31, 2015. 

 

Kansas City's Official Rose Day 
 

Rose Garden Care 
Everything You Need to Know for Spring Rose Care.  Free Rose 
Demonstration on Saturday, March 21st from 10:00am to noon at Loose 
Park Garden Center.  Learn about pruning and planting your roses from 
Judy Penner, the Loose Park Director/Rosarian.  We will start with 
classroom instruction on planting both bare root and potted roses.  You 
will learn when to uncover and fertilize your roses and how to prune 
them for show or for garden bloom abundance.  Weather permitting, 
Judy will do a live outdoor demonstration of planting a bare root 
rose.  Bring your questions and enjoy the refreshments provided by the 
KCRS Garden Committee. 
 

Enjoy the Rose Garden by Becoming a Volunteer Groomer.  One of the 
best ways to learn about rose care and to enjoy the rose garden in Loose 
Park is to spend your Thursday mornings tending the roses.  The Groomer 
Training sessions begin May 14 and 21, at 9:00 a.m. in the Garden 
Center.  After the training, new groomers will be paired with an 
experienced groomer to learn how to lightly prune and deadhead the 
various classes of roses in the garden.  Throughout the summer we enjoy 
the roses, the fellowship of other groomers, and regular instruction on 
rose care by an ARS Consulting Rosarian.  Please join us. 
 
 

 

    

Winter Rosarian Notes 
 

There is still time to review catalogues and prepare a list of new roses to add 
to the garden.  Bare root and potted roses can be ordered for March and mid-
spring delivery, respectively.  Or, potted plants can be purchased at local 
garden centers in May.  
 

Do not forget about the roses currently in the garden.  The bright sunny 
winter days and strong winds dry out rose bushes and other shrubs 
particularly if there isn’t adequate moisture naturally.   So, on a sunny, warm 
afternoon, about once a month, get out the hose and water the roses and 
other shrubs.  While watering the roses, check the level of mulch around the 
base of each bush.  If the mulch is less than 8 inches in depth, add another 3 
or 4 inches of mulch.  This will moderate the changes in soil temperature 
during warm spells and protect the graft of grafted roses from thermal 
damage during the winter.   
 

Also, while watering, check the rose bushes for rodent damage.  Mice like to 
build nests in mulch and can damage rose canes.  These nests need to be 
removed to prevent damage or further damage.  Rabbits find rose canes 
attractive food, especially when there is snow on the ground.  Rabbit damage 
can be prevented by placing chicken wire cages around each rose bush or by 
using chicken wire to fence off rose plantings. 

 

Article by Glenn R. Hodges 
Master Consulting Rosarian 
 

 
 

Join us at Andre’s on Main! 
The Andre’s Confiserie Suisse on Main Street will be conducting a tour  
for the KCRS  Saturday March 7th 9:30am.  Come see where the pastries, 
beautiful desserts, and divine chocolate candies are made.  Learn how to 
make butter cream roses, marzipan roses, and chocolate roses!  Enjoy lunch 
afterwards.  Details coming soon!  Space will be limited! 
Contact Arlyn Silvey for more details and reservations@ 816-803-5653 
 
 
 
 

 

The Kansas City Rose Society is looking for members to volunteer for our programs and events.   
If you are interested please visit www.kansascityrosesociety.org  

or contact: JoAnn Stultz at 913-706-5611 

http://www.kansascityrosesociety.org/

