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Dealing with the Rose Midge 

 
 

 
The tips of my rose stems turn black and wither and die. Some friends think it is caused by a 
fungus. I treat the roses regularly with a fungicide but it doesn't seem to be helping.  Have you 
seen or heard about a problem like this?  Any ideas on what to do? It limits blooms and I would 
love to have my roses back with the many blooms that were there in past years.    
 
Answer 
Your description sounds like the damage caused by an insect called the rose midge.  It is a small 
wasp that lays its eggs on the growing tips of roses.  When the egg hatches the larvae sucks all 
the juice out of the tip causing it to turn brown and shrivel up.  It looks dry and brown, and has 
been described as looking burned.  The problem is that if the growing tips/buds are killed off, 
you don't get any new green growth or any flowers.  So you have a bush that looks healthy in 
the whole but is just sitting there not growing or flowering.  This insect has become common in 
KC over the last few years, I can't tell you why it suddenly appeared.   
 
I have been struggling with it in my garden for several years.  I tried all the organic remedies I 
read about, but nothing worked, so I turned to chemical insecticides that target to just the 
midge problem, and I hope, limit the damage to the pollinators and "good bugs" in my garden.  
 
Here is what has worked for me and many of my rose 
gardening friends and Rosarians.  
 
1. In the spring, treat all the bushes with a systemic product 

that contains imidicoprid, also called Merit.  It should be 
labeled as season long insect control for trees and shrubs, 
and is usually a granular or liquid that you pour around 
the base of the plants for the roots to take up.  I use 
Bayer Tree and Shrub Insect Control that comes in a big 
blue jug and is granuals.  It is not cheap--and it takes a 
lot of the product per bush--around 3/4 cup.  But you only 
do it once a year.  I think you should wait until next spring 
to do this because it takes a couple of months to become 
effective and it is already almost July.  

 
 

2. Buy a Bonide brand product called Rose Shield.  It contains two different insecticides--one 
that is an instant killer and one that is systemic and will absorb into the plant so when a bug 
eats the foliage it ingests the poison.  Dilute into a pump sprayer to the proper level 
following the package directions, then apply it to all the growing tips of the roses.  You don't 
need to spray the mature foliage, (unless you also want to take advantage of the fungicide 
property of the product, in which case it will take the place of one of your regular fungus 
treatments.) And, don't spray any flowers that are blooming or buds that are about to 
bloom, so that you protect the "good bugs".  The midges only attack the tender new growing 
points of the plant, so that is all you need to spray.  One treatment is good for a month, and 
I start treating when the plants first put out new growth in March, and continue until after 
frost when the plant stops growing. 
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I suggest you start the Rose Shield right now, and continue until frost.  Then in the spring put 
down the systemic granuals and continue the monthly spraying for at least the whole next 
growing season. 
 

 

There is a lot of information on rose midge if you Google it-
-mostly from rose societies who are trying to help their 
members.   You could add some of the other control 
methods you see here, and let me know if any of them 
work for you.   
 
One recommendation, to remove all the mulch every year 
and replace it, was just WAY beyond my abilities!  And, I 
don't think that covering the soil with plastic is healthy for 
the rose bushes because it prevents too much air exchange 
around the roots.  
  
Good luck!  It is a long term project, but I know that it does 
work if you keep up the treatments long enough to kill off 
the recurring life cycles of the insect. 

 
 
 
 
 


